QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
1716  humble  supplications  to  Your   Holiness   to  proceed   tc canonization of that youthful Saint. . .  ."
How minutely the English Court was kept informed < that occurred at St. Germains and at Avignon is shown i: following despatch from Lord Stair to Secretary Met Who his agents were at Avignon we do not know, but his spy at St, Germains was no less a person than the broth Sir Thomas Higgons. Sir Thomas had succeeded Middleton as Secretary of State to James Stuart whe Lorraine, and was one of the most trusted and, in all probal most trustworthy servants of the Queen and her son, for is no reason to suppose that he was aware of his bra treachery, or that he had been in the pay of the Cou Hanover as well as in that of Lord Stair.1
" PARIS, gth and 12th Sept i *
Pub. Rec.           ". . . I have seen severall letters from Avignon and have
Office,            to severall people here; all agree that the Pretender and his pai
No. 349 full of hope, and expect to make another attempt before the beg of the winter. On this day sen'night one St John that was jusi over from England with letters from the party there, was desj from Chaillot to Avignon. He says that everything is re: receive the Pretender, and that he carries invitations for I" come immediately; he, St John, is expected back this wee! Avignon. . . .
Last week General Gordon had an express sent for him to immediately to Avignon, with him went Lochiel and Og Boyiie. Lord Seaforth is still here ; Lord Nithsdale is g< meet his wife in Flanders. By all I can learn, their pri attempt is to be in England, and they intend no more \ diversion in Scotland.
There are  not  two  ways   of   thinking   in   this   matter party in  England have declared   that  they will  not stirr v foreign assistance, so, since they have now declared  that t! ready to take arms, they must be assur'd of foreign   troops can only be from Sweden. . . ."
Meanwhile the question of James's marriage with Pi Clementina Sobieska was again brought forward, and an a<
1 Macpherson's Appendix.
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